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2 Surviving Vets Recall Civil War
Out of a membership which at the height of its career numbered 440, General Lyon Post No. 44, Grand Army of the Republic, today has but two remaining members. They are Joseph Webber, 93, of West Fourth street, and Hugh Ballantine, 88, of State street.
Mr. Webber was born here Nov. 6, 1841, a son of Mr. and Mrs. Jeremiah Webber, and is the only surviving member of Company K., Third Regiment, Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and Company A, 115th Regiment, Ohio Volunteer Infantry, in which he also served.

“The East Liverpool Company A was organized in one night here after the call was received,” Mr. Webber said. “I remember it was composed of 110 men, of which Henry Cope of Wellsville was the captain. Owing to his advanced years, Mr. Cope returned home after the company had been ordered to the south.

“I was among members of Company A, in which I reenlisted after my term expired and we were stationed along the railroad when General Sherman made his famous march to the sea. We were ordered to retreat but two of our men were captured and later died in an explosion aboard the steamer Sultana near Memphis, Tenn., on which they were being transported.”
Mr. Webber has lived his life here. His father operated a hotel in East Second street during the early days of East Liverpool and later on the southwest corner of Fourth and Market streets. He has held all offices in General Lyon post which he joined several years after its organization on Jan. 21, 1881.

Mr. Ballantine was born in Cannonsburg, Pa., Dec. 13, 1846, and came to East Liverpool from Beaver Falls, Pa., 44 years ago.

“I settled downtown and worked at the Schuman-McCain Cooper shop on the River road where the Globe pottery was located for many years after MeCain suspended operations,” he declared. “I worked at other trades until seven years ago.
“When I joined the local G. A. R. post, there were more than 200 members, and I watched them dwindle one-by-one until now the ranks have been reduced to Joseph Webber and myself. I first saw battle at Port Royal, S. C., on the Charleston-Savannah railroad Nov. 30, 1864, where the Union army captured a troop train.”
Mr. Ballantine was one of Ohio’s youngest soldiers in the Civil war. He enlisted as a private in Company C. 25th Ohio Volunteers, under Capt. George N. Holcombe at Columbus when 14 years old.
