CHAPTER 1

Introduction To Part Il

Part 1 of this book, or the first 127 pages, was written in 1976 while the
city was taking part in the nation's celebration of the Bicentennial of the
United States. At that time every effort was made to obtain information
that might be of interest to the people of the area. As was expected too few
came forward with information or pictures but after the printing of the
book, many were quick to tell me what I should have included. In this
second part I will try to mention the items that I have since collected and
use some of the many pictures of early Chester that are available.

The one event that meant much to the future changes in Chester was
the completion of the new Chester bridge that was officially opened and
named the Jennings Randolph Bridge, on November T, 1977 after a seven
year wait as the contract for the design was not signed until January of
1970, with the Lionel Pavlo firm of New York and the construction was
started by the National Engineering Company on the superstructure. It
was dedicated to the people of West Virginia and Ohio by their state
officials including Governor Jay Rockefellow and Senator Jennings
Randolph of West Virginia and Governor James Rhodes of Ohio plus many
of the high officials of the state highway departments of the two states. This
new bridge has the distinction of being the longest single truss bridge in
North America, with a free span of 746 feet.

It now appears as though our future will still be determined by the
Ohio River, which in the city's early years was one of the greatest obstacles.
New industry in the future will be looking for sites along the river,
especially if the controversial Waste Technology Industries plant ever gets
final approval.

CHESTER BRIDMGE

The first contract on the Chester Bridge, for two river piers, was
awarded to Traylor Brothers, Ine. of Evansville, Indiana, on December 7,
1970 for $1,722,254.7T8. A contract for the superstructure for the main span
was awarded on July 17, 1972 to Novo Corporation of Vincennes, Indiana,
for $4,011,163. The 0.14-mile span included 8,827,000 pounds of structural
steel.

In 1974 three contracts were let for the remainder of the bridge and for
a roadway approach on U.S. 30. One contract, for nine land piers and
channel relocation, was awarded to L. R. Skelton & Co. of Columbus, Ohio
on April 5, for $907,657.87. Another, awarded to National Engineering and
Contracting of Strongsville, Ohio on June 6 for $4,019,725.20, included the
superstructure, deck and abutment and contained some 3,962,534 pounds of
structural steel. The third, for 0.403 miles of U.S. 30 from Carolina Avenue
to Taylor Bend, providing an improved roadway access to the bridge, was
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THE GRAND SWEEP of the Ohio approaches to the Jennings Randolph Bridge is evident in this shot from

were finally opened early

+

End
-West Virginia traffic. Babb's Island, at right,

leading to the East

more than four years after the span was opened to Ohio

504 feet above Chester. The eastern approaches to the bridge,

this spring,

and the Thompson Ave.

burgh. East Liverpool High School is at top-center,

city water storage is the white oval at top-center.

is owned by the Dirave Corp. of Pitts

awarded to Carl M. Guepel Construction Co. of Worthington, Ohio on
August 12 for $4,881,665.75. _

Total cost of the bridge and approaches was more than $15.5 million. Of
this, approximately $1.9 million was covered by 100 percent ER federal
funding, while approximately $3.5 million was covered by 70 percent RF
federal funding.

Total Bridge Length, including ramps is 3,400 ft.

Main span is 745 fool through truss design.

Total bridge width is 65 feet consisting of four 12-foot lanes plus
shoulders (3 foot) and parapet wall.

Bridge is 76 feet above normal pool stage of Ohio River.

Bridge carries 1.5, 30 traffic over Ohio River.

Bridge has 8,000,000 pounds of structural steel.

The bridge project was designated by the Federal Highway
Administration as an emergency undertaking, thereby providing for 100
percent federal funding. The former Chester Bridge, owned by the state of
Ohio, was closed to traffic in 1969 and subsequently razed.

The city of Chester, like every other city in this nation, took part in the
celebration of our nation's two hundredth birthday. The planning
eommission and the eity official arranged a four day event in July of 1976,
Mayor William Scarry obtained state officials to particpate including A.
James Manchin, the Secretary of State; Robert Mollahan, our United States
Representative; and State Attorney General, Chauncey Browning and his
assistant Charlie Brown. Mr. Manchin also dedicated the new water

Jubilee signs announcing the Chester 75th anniversary and firemen's carnival
celebrations were strung at both ends of Chester above Carolina Avenue to
attract locals and out of towners to the festivities, Anniversary events began
Sunday and will continue through Wednesday, while activities Firemen's
Carnival will conclude Saturday.
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