CHAPTER VIII
Athletics and Chester

Chester High School was very successful in competing against the area
high schools, many of whom were much larger. The early years under Coach
Wallace who was the last coach of the high school while it was located in the
old Central Building and Ray Wild the first coach of the new high school
that opened in 1927, produced some very fine football teams. In those years
they played Weirton and at one time retired a beautiful trophy by winning
three straight years. This trophy, a large silver football was donated by a
jeweler in Weirton and mest people believe it would be retired to their
trophy case after three years but instead it was retired to the Chester High
School trophy case. This was just one of many trophies that filled two cases
in the hall at Chester High School. I do not know what happened to these
after the high school was discontinued.

Many of these players later played on local semi pro teams throughout
the area. During the depression all teams of the area suffered. The team of
the 1931-32 season played a shorter schedule and until Tony Amedeo broke
loose on a ninety yard run to score against Tiltonsville they had been held
scoreless in five previous games. Football was abandoned in the 1932-33
season because of lack of funds but Coach Earl Ewing started the sport
again the next year by inviting Newell High School to join Chester. The
Newell players came up to Chester after school each day to practice. This
only lasted one year and full time football was restored in the year 1934-35,
To help some of the schools in the area, Coach Ewing agreed to play either a
six man or an eleven man football. This lasted for two years with Chester
playing three six man games each year.

In the first section of this book I listed all those who have served as
head coach of Chester High School but T omitted the names of two fine
coaches who had served between the Earl Ewing and Dom Amedeo
coaching years. They were Duke O'Hara and Andy Zubel. Mr. Zubel left
Chester for a position on the staff at Colgate University and later coached
at the University of Houston. Many fine foothall players from nearby
Pennsylvania attended and played for Chester High School, before the
construction of the South Side High School. I also did not list Bill Erlitz, whe
gained Little All American in foothall at Mt. Union College.

Andy Price was the first basketball coach of Chester High School
although he was not a teacher at the time. Coaches Trace and Rabenstein
were olher early coaches. Mr. Rabenstein became city superintendent of
schools and after the county system was adopted, he became the county
superintendent. Later basketball coaches were Earl Ewing and Max Tuttle.
Mr. Tuttle eoached until the high school was moved out of Chester. Mr.
Tuttle had ecoached three different sports at Chester High School. He had
basketball from 1935 to 1963, baseball 1942-47 and football 1943-1945. His
football team of 1943-44 was undefeated, untied, and unscored upon. With
the scarcity of men teachers during the war Mr. Tuttle had Merrill Miller
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Members of the Ch-mr High Sthnl hul:leﬂu.ll team pictu'd above are:
Seated, left to right, Robert Abrams, Junior Wilson, Jack House, Raymond
Haney and Charles Vanaman. Standing, left to right, Assistant Coach Earl
Ewing, Ray Cashdollar, John Delekta, Jack Taylor, Earl Coe and Coach Max
Tuttle.
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This undefeated, untied football team from Chester High School was coached
in 1943-44 by Max Tuitle. Senior players will celebrate their 40th class reunion
August 11 along with other members of the class of "44. Shown are [first row,
from left]: Coach Tuttle, Lorraine White, Bob Miller, Carl Cicarelli, Bill Conkle,
Bill Milby. Forbes Blair, Jack Huff and Don Graham: |second row, from left]:
Lester Seevers, Dave McMillin, Wilbur Staley, Wayne Harpold, Tom Dornan,
Paul Barnhart, Ddon Hood, Don Bartley, Ralph Carpenter, Ralph Hullman; [back
row, from left]: Harry Simcox, Bill McHenry, Glenn Logston, “Arch™ Adams,
Sam Balmenti, Harry Lutton, Tom Reckner, unknown, unknown, Chuck Spicer,
and Ken Marshall. [Photo courtesy of Ralph Carpenter|
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assist him at times. His basketball teams usually played twenty-two games
a year and he would average at least fifteen wins a year. He usually had to
play larger schools to get a schedule. One great victory was over
Steubenville Big Red 44-25. One heart breaker defeat was to Wheeling,
when with Jim Jordon fouling out on very questionable calls, Chester lost
the game and a chance to go to the stale championship game, which
Wheeling won. Mr. Tuttle died in 1965 at the age of 57. Both Mr. Tuttle and
Mr. Ewing played for Coach Wild. Mr. Amedeo, the other Chester High
School graduate to coach at this almamater, played football for Coach
Ewing and basketball for Coach Tuttle. He later was the assistant
basketball coach under Coach Tuttle.

Another interesting story about Mr. Tuttle happened during the
season in which his team went undefeated, while his team was playing a
nearby Ohio high school. The opposing team appeared with uniforms that
had the same color as the football near their arms. When they received the
ball, the first time, each backfield man stuck his arm to his chest as though
he had the ball and the team scored. The Chester boys could not tell who
had the ball in the confusion raused by the uniforms. Max had the game
stopped and went over to the opposing coach and demanded that they
either change jerserys or get a white foothall. They chose the latter and
Chester won the game,

After the school board was foreed to move the high school football field
from the rear of the school because of needed space, it was moved to a spot
at the top of Sixth Street hill which was quite a handicap to people,
especially the older ones, to walk up the steep dirt road. After two years up
there, Jack Taylor, a high school teacher and myself formed a purple and
gold elub to start a drive to have the field moved to the Gardner Bottom
area now used by the city park. We wanted to level the field, get bleachers,
fence, and install lights. We mailed letters to Chester High School
graduates through out the county and solicited from local business and
organizations. It was a very suecessful drive as we had many good workers
join our club and the two service men clubs, the V.F.W. and the American
Legion, were wonderful in their support of our effort. Local truckers
volunteered to haul the many loads of topsoil needed for the field. It was
hauled from the former Crease Gardens site in Congo.

Girls basketball was played for many of the early years of Chester High
School. They played in the eity hall in 1927. One year they were forced to
play in the third floor of the bank building and even a few games were
played in what was called "The Cage” located in the old Merry-Go-Round
building. Andy Price also coached the girls in these early years.

In those early years the high school usually scheduled their first game,
either foo.ball or basketball, with the alumni made up of former players.
These games were always successful at the gate and usually the high school
would win. An interesting game was scheduled in 1935 between two alumni
teams. The Chester High School graduates before 1932 played those who
graduated after 1932 in a benefit game during the depression. There were a
lot of time outs in that game. The younger fellows won.

I got some ribbing from the former Chester High School football coach,
Dom Amedeo, as he intercepted one of my passes and went for a touchdown
in the alumni game of 1936 when I was a sophomore. Dom was a good passer
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