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CHAPTER V

More Historical Notes

Here is an interesting and full account of the fire that swept the "0ld
Mill” ride at Rock Springs Park on June 5, 1915. The fire hit at 7:00 taking
three lives; Albert Raymer, age 12 of Chester, Eva Dales, age 14 and
Glenna Stout, age 17 of Newell, West Virginia. I was given this account by
Glenna Miller of Chester whose mother named her after one of the victims.
Mrs. Miller was born a few weeks after the fire. One child, Hyacintha
Mackey was burned seriously on the face, head, and arms. Ambulance
service was provided by Arner of Chester and E. G. Sturgis of East
Liverpool, Ohio. The following doctors offered their services: Dr. C. H.
Bailey, Dr. W. A. Hobbs, and Dr. Merle McCutcheon, all of East Liverpool
and Dr.'s J. L. Pyle, Charles Campbell, and W. G. Wentz of Chester. The
two fire chiefs were Chief Arnott of Chester and Chief Agusta of East
Liverpool. Mayor Swearingen of Chester and Mayor Schrider of East
Liverpool also assisted.
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The late Robert Boyce gave a speech on the life of C. A. Smith during a
series of speeches at Kent State Branch in 1982. He told many good stories
as well as tracing Mr. Smith’s life history. C. A. had foresight, as when he
sold the land along the river for either lots or industry, he always kept the
strip of land along the river bank and up to the street. Years later when the
river was dredged for sand and gravel he always had a chunk of money
coming as all property owners on the West Virginia shore were paid
royalty. West Virginia has control and ownership over the Ohio River. It
was also told why the bridge was constructed so fast - only nine months to
build. Contrast this to more than four years to get the Randolph Bridge. C.
A. had fifty stone cutters brought in from Philadephia to build the piers
while the steel work was being fabricated and ready to put in place. The old
stones from the piers can be seen today in three spots along the bank where
they were placed to protect the shoreline from slipping. Mr. Smith,
according to Bob, received three and one fourth million when he sold the
bridge to the state of Ohio.

One day C. A. picked up two girls who were hitchhiking out the then
Route 2 and one of the girls asked him where he worked. He told her at
Hillerest Farms and the girls told him he better not let old C. A. Smith know
he had been wasting his time picking up hitchhikers or he would be fired.
He was as famous at one time for his peaches as he was later for his apples
although most of his farm fame came from his cattle. His cattle business and
all his farm, except the orchards, were sold to the Rugh family.

Mr. Smith brought his own barber to Chester, Charley Singleton, and
set him up in business right next to his South Side Water Works office. It
was to the rear of this building that many friendly card games took place on
the weekends.

189






