CHAPTER IV

The Chester Planning Commission

The planning commission was founded while Mayor Harold Ash was
in the office in 1969. While it has never been given the functions by council
that mmost planning commission performs, it has done some very
worthwhile projects. The commission was formed by an ordinance of eouncil
and is limited to eleven members of which the mayor and three councilmen
must be included. Roy Cashdollar, the president, and Ed Starr, the
secretary-treasurer, had been on the commission in those offices from its
formation until July of 1984. The other members who served with these
officers were the three councilmen: Frank DeCapio, the vice-president,
Charles Kology, and Robert Stoneburner; the mayor; Perry Ross and Terry
Potts, Ann Ford, Jack McDevitt, Jo Ann McKinney and Kenny Ralston.
During the summer of 1984, the commission was very busy preparing for
their third annual Rock Spring Park Festival. The first affair was to
celebrate the 75th anniversary of Chester in 1982 and was very successful,
The then mayor, William Scarry secured several state elected officials to
take part in our celebration, which was climaxed with a huge fireworks
display which many claimed was the best they had ever seen. This year,
1984, was much different as the commission agreed to take over the annual




parade and fireworks display after the Chester Volunteer Fire Department
decided not to hold their annual streei carnival. The event was very
successful, Following is a partial listing of the activities that have been
performed since the planning commission was authorized. The biggest
project is to develop the land at Sixth Street as a Virginia Gardens
Memorial. We hope to someday construet a small building on the property
to house the relics collected from the park, have a small covered picnic area
in one corner and the gazebo in the center. It is a long way from completion
at this time, 1984, The local Lions Club have done a wonderful job in helping
to maintain and develop this small area. Without their help the project
would be a long time before completion.

A new and different planning commission was appointed by the mayor in
August of 1984 who will now have to meet and reorganize with a different
set of officers and decide upon a new set of goals that they wish to
undertake for the city.

Past Projects of the Planning Commission

. Aequired land for overlook at old Chester bridge site. Sign erected at
Carolina and First Street. Held dedication program for overlook. Placed
old park benches at the site. Painted overlook and protective fencing
installed.

. Purchased and installed Christmas street decorations. Three eity fund
drives held for same.

. Purchased waste receptacles,

. Purchased large sewer tile seetions for street planters.

. Purchase flowers each year for the planters and the overlook.

. Painted the planters - several times.

. Contest for ity seal was held and official city seal adopted.

. Went to state and had the old spring saved in the park and piped to new
location.

8, Co-sponsored the flower and garden show for many years.

10, Co-chairman of bicentennial - furnished book which sales paid for entire

celebration.

11. Secured state and national historial recognition for Rock Spring Park

with historical marker installed.

12. Installed community sign posts at each entrance into town.

13. Survey made and house numbers map drawn up - house numbers still

available to publie.

14. Survey for housing need.

15. Purchased large photo of Chester for city hall.

16. Provided and sold ity maps showing all streets and alleys.

17. Repairs made to overlook and new paint job provided.

18, New Christmas street ornaments purchased on two occasions.

19. Community sign post was reinstalled at Route 30 entry.

20, Developed a historical site for Rock Springs Park at entrance to town

off Route 30 named after Virginia Gardens. Installed waterline and flag

pole in park.
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21. Planned a suecessful seventy-five year birthday celebration of Chester
West Virginia - 1907-1982.

. Planned and held two ever successful Rock Spring Festivals, 1983-1884.

. Furnished six benches to place throughout town and in Virginia
Gardens. Work on these benches done by Charles Kology a member of
the commission.

BE

The Planning Commission, with the aid of Don Robinson, then the
Supt. of the Hancock County branch of the State Road Commission, was
able to secure the tract of land at Sixth Street to be used as a memorial to
Rock Spring Park. This was the former site of the Ludoviec Pontiac Garage.
It was purchased by the State to be used in the construction of the exit
ramp into Chester from the new bridge. The France Motel Units separated
the Ludovic property and the old park property. While the size was much
smaller than they wanted us to use, we decided to fence in a much larger
area. it had always been my desire to keep the memory of the Park alive as
it had so much to do with bringing fame and recognition to Chester
throughout the East. What else ever brought 25,000 people to Chester in a

L;LIIES;‘I:H:}USTRY. Taylor, Smith and Taylor Pottery, formerly Taylor,
th, established in 1899, Ed. S. Morse, , from
Cashdollar, historian. i =
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