CHAPTER I

Historical Notes Of Interest

Forgotten Town Of Chester? There Was One

=By LUCILLE T, COX—

NOV. 3, 1938 — EAST LIVERPOOL REVIEW

The above clipping proves what all local historians have said for years - no
one knows when the name Chester was first given te this area or by whom.
Many have claimed this distinction, but we do know that Jim MeDonald was the
first to use the name in his advertisements for people to purchase land sites.
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During World War II there were always rumors that Japanese spies
were hiding in the hills back of Chester. The rumors reached such
proportion that guards were placed on the Chester Bridge on two different
occasions. One traveler who was interested in the beauty of the river and
surrounding area was arrested because he was taking pictures of the bridge
and surrounding area.

The people of Chester were greatly interested in the early ferry boats
used to haul passengers and freight between Chester and East Liverpool.
The last one in use was the Ollie Neville that operated only a short time
after the bridge was constructed and opened. It was operated by Elwood
Pusey the son of William Pusey who came to this area to operate a grist
mill. He was also the grandson of John Gardner who started the first ferry
nearly sixty years earlier. The “Ollie Neville” was named by Capt. John
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Neville after his daughter, Olive. He was the captain who brought the boat
up the river from Wheeling. The ferry boat was ninety-two feet long and
twenty-six feet wide and weighed seventy tons and had two steam engines.
The depth of the hold was approximately three feet. The noted East
Liverpool artist, Mr. Hans Hacker, used this boat for the decal of the 1984
Tri-State Pottery Festival.

I have mentioned in the first part that the first jail of Chester,
abandoned after the present city building was constructed in 1927, was
located at the corner of Fourth Street and Indiana Avenue on the lot now
owned by Mrs. Frend Garvin. At the time the old jail was discontinued and
Mr. Robert Hobbs purchased it. It now forms a part of the house located on
Fourth Street to the rear of the Garvin home.

Several people have lived on Babbs Island located just above the new
Chester bridge. One who lived there for quite a few years and farmed the
area was the Amos Chambers family. Another family was that of James
Potts. Mr. Chambers was a brother of the late Mrs. Forest (Garnet) Pinney,







