and had to be back in less than an hour. The first bell rang at 12:45 and the
second one at 12:55 with a tardy bell at 1:00. It was a long walk to go home
to the lower end of town or out Middlerun. The Central School bell was even
used as the 9:00 curfew at night. Later changed to 10:00,

Do you remember when most homes had a rain barrel out back? The
water was used by many to wash hair and to water house plants. Now you
can't find barrels exeept at antique shops at a terrific price,

Do you remember the old saying was a families greatest purchase was
a home? Many families today are paying far more for their car than they had
paid for their home, Of course todays home purchases are much greater.

Do you remember when, if you wanted to play a record, you had to first
wind the victrola (phonograph)? Many times the things would wind down
before the record finished.

Do you remember when you purchased oleo (now margarine) at all the
grocery stores in town and it contained a little bag with a capsule of butter
coloring? You would crush the capsule and mix the contents inte the oleo,

Do you remember the early cars and the job of repairing flats? Each car
carried a box of tire patch and tire tools. The tire was removed from the rim
after its removal from the wheel. It was quite a job and happened quite
frequently as tires were not what they are today. Some people in town tried
the new sponge rubber tires but they usually rolled off when you traveled
around a bend in the road. Solid rubber tires were made but they were used
mostly on trucks because of the rough ride.

Do you remember some of the past floods and heavy snows? Floods
were very common before the construction of the recent dam system. We
had floods into the low lands every spring following large snow falls during
the winter. The greatest flood was the 5t. Patrick’s Day flood of March 18,
1936 in which many buildings including small houses floated down the river.
A Chicken coup was seen floating down the river with chickens on top of it.
The great flood of March 15, 1907 was very devastating as was the flood of
March 11, 1964 and March of 1884. The flood of December 21, 1942 was the
second worse in history, although as late as 1977 water was up into the
pavilions of the city park. Great snows were recorded in 1935, 1940, 1943,
1950, 1874 and 1977, This last snow (1977) started on February 1 and lasted
three days, The 1950 snow totaled thirty-nine inches in twenty-four hour
period. You will all remember the great freeze of 1985 when all records of
low temperature were broken in a three day period, January 19 to 21, along
with a good snowfall which brought nearly forty inches of snow during a
four week period. A full week of sub zero weather was also experienced
during the Christmas week of 1984,

Do you remember when the geese started their annual visit to
Chester? They first arrived in 1977 and each year they arrive in the fall, and
in greater numbers making the feeding of them a bigger problem. They
usually leave to go back north in late March. They have in later years been
joined by some wild ducks.

Do you remember the seven foot high barrier that was placed on the
old Chester Bridge and the many trucks and trailers that failed to see it and
their vehicles were split apart? They were placed on the bridge in February
of 1968 and remained until the bridge closed. They also placed a 2% ton
weight limit, The bridge was closed for good on May 14, 1969. Soon the two

¥ Pearson|

With winter obvious in the air, these pictures of the “Big
urtesy of Bett

Spow” of 1950 should jar the memories of many in the

Tri-state area. From top are: a view of Third Street and
Carolina, where the First National Bank is now located;
William Pearson with a shovelful of the white stuff;
Johnson's Barber Shop, with Paul Johnson peering out the
window for any customers brave enough to venture out.
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