CHAPTER X
A Sight-Seeing Tour Through Town

Chester has had many small businesses down through the years and
while there have been no great building booms along the business district
we have had a great turnover of businesses in the existing buildings. The
closest thing to a boom was at the beginning of the little eity, As the new
city gets started with a charter in 17, we had already six brick structures,
They were in the order of their construction, first, the Thompson Building
on First Street. This was the building in which our first bank got started and
was razed for the construction of the original Diversified Loan Building.
Second, the MeCuotcheson Building on Second and Virginia Avenue which
had the Clark T. MeCutcheon Drug Store and also the offices of Dr. H. B.
Miller the first local dentist. The building is still there and the residence of
Dr. Carl MeCutcheon, Third, The Bank Building on Third and Caroling
Avenue which in this early period had the bank on one side and the Moore-
Wileon Department Store on the other side. This store featured groceries,
meats, fruit, bottled goods, boots, shoes, and dry goods. Fourth, The Arner-
Bower Livery and Undertaking Building on Carolina Avenue between
Fourth and Fifth Streets.

G. A. Arner who had operated a grocery store in New Kensington,
Pennsylvania eame to Chester to manage the Albert ], Thrasher Company
Store, He later became president and general manager of the company in
1902 and kept that position until 1916, He also operated o general feed store
on First Street and had a branch of it in the Arrovo area below the new
village of Newell. In 1%M, he organized the Arner-Bower Livery and Under-
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taker Business on Virginia Avenue, where the Goddards Bakery later
operated, 1t was later moved to Caroling Avenue and this partnership lasted
until the death of Mr. Bower in the fatal fire at their livery on Caroling
Avenue in 1916, Mr. Arner helped 1o organize the town of Chester and was
one of the first councilmen. In 1914, he was chosen Viee President of the
Chester Tire and Tube Company. He was also an organizer and a director of
the First National Bank. Fifth, The Peterson Building on Carolina
Avenue which housed the post office for several years, Sixth, the MeDonald
Building on Fifth and Carolina opened in %07, constructed by James and
Allan MeDonald. Allan MeDonald was later the postmaster for awhile. This
building is now the LOOF, Building. Two other brick structures soon
followed. They were the second MeDonald Brothers Building, later

purchased by M. E. Eppley and now the home of the National Church
Supply Company and the building now housing the Arner Funeral Home
that had been constructed by a gentleman named Rose, later purchased by
Mick Cenally and still later by G, A, Arner.

There were also several frame structures that were used for business
before the 197 date. Some of these were the 0000, Allison Building on
Virginia Avenue, the Hohbs and Dornan Building on Virginia and Second
Street, the Allison Livery on Second Street, the Chester Supply Company on
Fifth and Carolina Avenue, the Judge Pharmacy on Third and Carolina
Avenue and the Chester Feed Store on First Street and Carolina Avenue.

Probably no city of its size in the nation has had more local grocery
stores in such a short history, Perhaps we should start at the Chester Bridge
and ke an imaginary tour through town and give o lide history of the
VAFiOLUS husiness sites ul!li IFcCe s of ﬂ'h' u|'1"l,lpurlts-| |in'wrl l|1l‘|rll,l£]'l the
years to the present.

The first sight is the beautiful Shrader home, as yOu cane off the
bridge. This is now the Masonic Temple, With the razing of the bridge the
Aren is now a very scenic (thio River Uhverlook, Tullu} alsa the First Street

IHE EXIN O0F THE FAMOLUS

FIRST STHEET ELM TREE
ot Dhoen to Make Hoom for the Tibber Home,
Comigrare Size to Mr, Plotes Stamding O Tt
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