CHAPTER VII
Industry

The industries of Chester have regulated its growth. The construction
of the bridge, the extension of the railroad, and the national highway
through town encouraged industry. We now have only one of those original
industries left in Chester, that being the Taylor, Smith and Taylor pottery
and it has changed ownership in recent years,

In 1899, thisz poltery was formed under the name of Taylor, Lee, and
Smith Company. C. A. Smith, W. L. Smith, Col. John W. Tayloer, Joseph G.
Lee, W. L. Taylor, and Homer J. Taylor with Col. J. W. Taylor being the
first president. He and Mr. Lee were also connected with the Knowles,
Taylor and Knowles Company of East Liverpool. Mr. Taylor had served as
president of both potteries. Operation got underway in 1MM), the same year
that the boom started in Chester. That vear also saw the coming of the
Chester Rolling Mill Company, the construction of the Edward M. Knowles
(hina Company, and the community was granted a town charter by the
Hancock County Court.

The T. 5. & T. pottery got underway late in 1900 and the first shipment
of ware was made in January of 191, Lee sold his interests to Taylor in 13
and thus the name Taylor, Smith & Taylor was acquired. The Smiths pur-
chased the nine kiln establishment from Taylor in 1906 and the charter was
transferred from Ohio to West Virginia laws on May 29, 197, The pottery
gradually expanded until there was a seventeen kiln plant in 1913. With nine
kilns, the payroll amounted to over 140,000 for the three hundred
employees and this had increased to four hundred employees by 1913, The
tunnel or continuous kilns were added in 1927 with many other innovations
of automatic machinery such as circular kilns, dipping machines, ete.
They were the first to use the new silo storage tanks.

The original company in 1M1, employed one hundred people in-
cluding one bookkeeper and one office girl. Today the firm employs eight
hundred people and fifty office employees. Mr. C. C. Davidson was the one
and only bookkeeper in 191 and remained with the company longer than
any other employee being promoted to secretary. Sons of both W. L. Smith
and €. A. Smith, became officers of the firm. Today the plant has three
times the capacity of the original factory and is one of the leading dinoer
ware coneerns of the world and has been purchased and operated as a subsi-
diary of the Anchor Hocking Glass Company.

William Banfield had checked the city for a potential mill site in 1899,
He had heen a pioneer of the tin plate business in the United States,
operating the first factory of its kind in Irondale, Ohio, until 1897, when it
was taken over by the U, 5. Steel Company.

The Irondale plant was called the Wallace, Banfield and Company.
Banfield was faced with a lack of water supply, poor freight transportation,
amd o very high cost for coal. In Chester, he had cheap river transportation
for coal and his manufactured products and an ample water supply, In 1900,
he began construction in Chester backed by W. L. Smith, J. E. McDonald,
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. W. Tindall, J. K. Tindall, W. N. Voegtley, and Charles McKnight. They
gave the venture the name of Chester Holling Mill Company. Onee the slow
work of setting the heavy foundations for the mill was completed the build-
ing pace sped up and sperations were underway in 1901

The Chester Land Gompany interests in real estate from First to Third
Streets were gradually Hquidated and the land between Third and Fourth
Streets to beyond Sixth Street came under the control of the Chester Rolling
Mill Co.

The prospects of the mill, along with Banfield's influence with Pitts-
burgh interests brought the extension of the railroad to Chester from
Kenilworth. The railroad company at that time was the Pittsburgh,
Cincinnati, Chicago and 5t. Louis Railroad, later to become the Pennsyl-
vania Railroad.

COOPER SHOP IN T.5. & T. POTTERY. Man on left Alfred Norris,
carnper hooping off o #2 cask, Man on right Romaey W, Beanett, cooper
culting a notch in & hoop so ke can lock it in place and pul bulge hoop
on cask.

Before the rolling mill reached full production it was absorbed by the
American Sheet and Tinplate Company with over five hundred employees
working three shifts. They maintained production of special black plate for
stove pipes, stoves, signs, metal furniture, and milk cans. Thomas H.
Timothy was general manager for many years and Banfield became the
district manager. By 1931, the mill had become out-moded and had oo
small a site for expansion and faced with the financial crisis of the de-
pression, it was dismantled.

In 194, Edward M. Knowles China Company built a five kiln plant in
the eastern end of town to make semi-vitreous porcelain ware and by 1907,
had inereased its capacity to seven kilns with a work foree of one hundred
fifty people. C. A. Smith was also a stockholder of this firm.

Knowles, in 1913, built a new larger plant in Newell, but continued o
operate the Chester plant for many years. In 1930, the Harker Pottery
Company of East Liverpool, headed by Hal N, Harker, purchased the plani
and moved across the river. With the death of Harker in 1949, Robert Boyee
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became president and David Boyee viee president and secretary of the firm,
which was the oldest pottery in Americe in continuous operation at that
time. It employed some three hundred fifty people in the production of
dinner ware and a line of sanitary ware. The plant was sold to the Jeanette
Glass Company in 1969, who operated it for a short time before closing
down. Afier being idle a few years, it was sold in early 1974 to the present
owners who operated the Ohio Valley Stoneware, Ine., until September 17,
1975, when it was destroyed by fire,

Shortly after 1%, a small home bakery was started by Nick Cenally
near First and Virginia Avenue. After a brief period of operation, the
building burned. The remains were purchased, in 1913, by Howard
Goddard who started the Goddard Bakery that operated on |I1-.ur_-.}m| until
September of 1964, when it was sold o the Norameo Company, who operated
it until January 1966 when it was closed. The original hil!lill"p!*rilird eatale
lishment was a far ery from the one that existed at the time it was sold, with
the modern automatic equipment. The original bakery produced only a
maximum of four hundred loaves daily. The trade name of the bread was
first “Bakewell” but later changed to the “Betsy Ross” name that became

At Work In The T. 8. & T, Poltery
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