CHAPTER ¥V
Rock Spring Park

While we are sure that many early settlers and Indians enjoyed water
from the springs of the area, later called Rock Springs, and some say even
George Washington had the opportunity on one of his trips, the actual re-
vords of it being used for pienics goes back to 1857, This site of springs and
i pleagant glade which was used for picnies, outings, and oceasional prize
fights sinee the Civil War era. There are some who reported that many cock
fights were staged here also.

In July of 1863, word spread throughout the area that the Southern
Army under General Morgan was approaching. On July 26, the area farmers
gathered at the flat area near the springs to organize for resistance in the
event that Morgan started to eross the river, They had all available weapons
Ieluding pitch forks. Another group was organizing at Hamilton, later
dalledd Congo. There was much rejoicing when word came that Morgan had
Bwi captured,

In 1857, the land for the park was first donated by Melvina Gardner and
l'l‘lt‘"'u' Cornan. They believed the location was ideal for church picnics be-
vnune of the natural springs. In addition to the natural facilities for pienies,
the only change made prior to 1896, was a sixteen foot square platform used
fur siuare dancing, Large erowds would gather five or six times a vear for
ohwirch picnics and a days outing. Attendance at this time was limited 10
those who could travel by horse and wagon, Many would come by small
bisais from East Liverpool for picnies. At that time it was never onee thought
that this park would become one of the finest in the country and some day
that erowds of 15,000 plus would be attending pienies,

1. E. Mellonald became the owner of the park when he made his pur-
vhane in 1BM), but it was not begun to be developed until 1897, when work
prugressed by the newly formed bridge company. The bridge company
started the amusement park development during the bridge work, building
# pavilion and other structures, and on May 30, 1897, the park was formally
upened. More than 5HH) jammed the dance pavilion, eafe, dining hall.
shuoting gallery, bowling alleys, and walked the shady paths or watched a
ball game. The majority of the first day crowd came on the new street car
vallway which had opened only a few days before.

With the development of Chester, the street cars, river boats, and rail-
romid offered transportation that was unheard of, 1o this little community.
The street cars had only enough business to keep at least one car running
bt with the development of the park, the street ecar business also
Nourished.

In 1MW), C. A. Smith purchased the park. From 14 to 1907, the park
#rew in leaps and bounds drawing enormous crowds. Many additions were
vonstructed and most of these such as the merry-go-round, easino, office,
wrandstand, bleachers, and bath house by the newly formed Finley
Neothers Lumber Company. By this time the park is well underway and had
liwen further cquipped with boating and bathing facilities, an old mill,
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theatre, photo and postal card gallery, theatorium, three way figure eight,
twhoggan, a newer merry-go-round, dance hall, Dr. Joy's Hospital, bowling
alleys, billiards, shoot-the-shoots, dining and lanch room, scenic railway
and additional picnic pavilions. Cottages were constructed on the hill that
vigiting entertainers could use. The most famous ride was the “World
Famous Scenic Railway™. Mr. Smith sent one of his employees, a Mr.
Maxwell 1o Philadelphia to get the plans if he thought after seeing the ride
that it would be suceessful in this area. Mr. Maxwell got to Philadelphia and
was much enthused. The ride had cost 220,00 to construct at the
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Philadelphia Park and Mr. Smith says it cost him $30,040) to build it here in
Chester but that by charging five eents a ride, he got his money back the
first year (1906} thal it was in operation,

The Old Mill and theatre were very popular, both being located on the
flat area below the springs, and next to the ereck. The theatre used many
touring companies that had played on the New York stages. Each season
several musical comedies and minstrels were presented. The entertainers
would live at various rooming houges in the eity, The famous actress Susan
Harris appeared here in 195 and while here stayed at the Cochrane resi-
dence on Caroling Avenue.

The mill brought many Italian families to Chester. In 197, o Professor
Sarlo came to town and organized an Italian band that gained no little fame
in the area. This band appeared many times in the Park Theatre.,

The Chester Volunteer Fire Department held their annual minstrel in
the old Theatre. At the time the park was closed, none of these original
buildings except the merry-go-round was still standing. With the auto-
mobile being a novelty at this time and transportation to the park being
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good, there being two railroad sidings, one each in East Liverpool and
Chester, people traveled from miles around with as high as 15,000 1o 20,(HH)
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mecting in the park in a single day. Top entertainment was featured at the
theater and many ~hampionship ball games played on the ball field. The
great orchestras of the day such as Jake Elwell, Daddy Rowe, and Henry
Schenbels played for dancing.

Shortly after 197, with the financial conditions in the country quite
shaky, the business at the park fell off considerably. Until 1926, conditions
were uncertain, Fires struck the park with two dance pavilions and the
summer theater being destroyed. The disasterowus (Md Mill fire of June 5,
1915, in which three youngsters perished in the flaming structure during an
area school picnic was the most serious. The dance pavilion was rebuilt
in 1918.
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