CHAPTER 11X
Churches

Before 19N there were no organized churches in Chester, although
planning for the first church actually started in East Liverpool as early as
1845, Prior o this most of the religious training was taken care of in the
home or by the traveling ministers who visited the area. One of the first
vommunity houses of worship was the Asbury Chapel in Shepherds Valley.
1he bhuilding is still standing. although it is no longer used as a community
church. Early in the history of the community, camp meetings were held.
They were held in a field. cleared out of the Pusey orchard, where the
Metsch Hefractory is now located. They were well attended and often lasted
frann one 1o Iwo weeks,

I'he first church organized in Chester was the United Presbyterian now
loeated on Carolina Avenue between Third and Fourth Streets. The church
is now ealled the First United Presbyvterian Church. The church was started
in 1895 when Chester had less than a dozen homes along the unpaved
Caroling Avenue and only a mission Sunday School, Three church leaders
from East Liverpool and seme of their church membrs reealized the
piecessity of establishing some form of worship on the 2outh side of the Ohio
Wiver, These leaders were the Rev. J. C. Taggart of the First United Presby-
ierinn Church and the Rev. J. Ross Green and Frank White, Sunday School
superintendent of the Svcond United Presbyterian Church. These three met
with forty-three members in the school room of the old Mechanic Lodge
Building on Cunningham Run, below First Street. A mission Sabbath
Sehool was established on land donated by Melvina Gardner. This was the
foundation for the United Preshyterian Church. The original forty-three
members made up the congregation and the average Sunday School
einllection was a dollar and five cents.

In 1898, these same church leaders assisted by the Senior Young
I'cople’s Society raised nearly 31500 to build a frame chapel on this donated
land. This is the sight of the present church and it was dedicated in
December of that year. The frame building was constructed by the Finley
Lumber Company at a cost of 31912, The last 8500 of the debt was paid off at
the dedication with a gift from the estate of A, B, Marks, a former land
owner and resident of Chester.

Construction of the Chester bridge brought more residents to Chester
and the Sunday School expanded to include a preaching service. The
American Sheet and Tinplate Company provided employment for the area
anid attendance at the services continued o increase over the next two years,

U November 20, 194, the infant church was officially organized by the
Steubenville Presbytery with Rev. W. Bruce Gillis as pastor. He served
until 1903, The first session of elders included: A. M. Nickles, E. A, Smith,
and J. P. Wylie with J. W. Finley, Enoch Riley and Oliver Hall on the board
ol trustees.

In 1'%, during the tenure of the Rev. J. H. Sankey who served from
1905 until 1908, the parsonage was built on a lot adjoining the church and
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membership reached one hundred fifteen. The Rev, J. P. MeConnell served
from 1908 to 1912. The salary was raised to 81MW yearly for Rev, Sankey.

During the ministry of the Rev. J. . Moore, who served from 1913 to
1918, the frame building was torn down in 1917 and the present brick
church designed by George C. Holliday, chairman of the building com-
miltee was constructed. Services were held in the 1LOJOLF, hall over the then
MeCutcheon Drug Store on Fifth Street during the construction period. The
mortgage for the new structure was burned on October 16, 1927,

Hev. Paul L. Reynolds served from 1918 through 1919, followed by the
Rev. Thomas H. Neweomb until 1925, The Rev. W. H. H. Mchnight was
pastor from 1923 to 1929 at the time Billy Sunday’s Crusade was creating
excitement in the area, The Sunday Tabernacle was on Second Street in East
Liverpool. The Rev, J. T. Vorhis served from 19249 to 1936, the period of the
great 1_|t-pr|-_l|.hi|:t|| sweeping the country. When hard times Lrpl the church
from mecting its obligations, he voluntarily took a cut in salarv. He went to
East Palestine from Chester,

The Rev., K. Glen Fleming held the pastorate from 1937 w0 1939
followed Ip_.' the Rev, Alfred Martin in 1990 to 1945, In 1945 the Hev. (.
Howard Kank arrived in Chester, His wife and son, Don, have remained in
Chester as members sinee the death of Rev, Rank in 1'M7,

Alexander C. Wilson served from 1999 o 1951 was student pastor when
he assisted in organizing the active VOoung adult BTy anid conducted a
weekly Bible Club for one hundred fifteen school children. During his stay
a new Turnace was installed and the basement redecorated in honor of the
chureh’s golden anniversary. Alter his ordination, the Wilson family went
to the Sudan as missionaries.

Marvin (). Bowan, a second student pastor, led the congregation from
1955 through 1956. The sanctuary was remodeled during the pastorate of
Robert C. Blackstrom, who served from 1957 to 1959 and a new organ was
acquired as a gift from Mrs. J. Pyle in memory of her husband, Dr. Pyle
who practiced for over forty years in Chester. Blackstrom was ordained
during his tenure. A complete face lifting of the interior ook place which
included the installation of a new roof, acoustic tile ceiling, Gothie lighting,
hardwood flooring. carpeting, new pews, communion lable, and pulpit
furniture, The first serviee in the newly remodeled sanctuary was Easter
morning, 1957, with Hev. Blackstrom delivering the sermon.

In 1961, the church newspaper, “Christian Visitor™, was initiated with
the aid of the Hev, C, Donald Vogel who served from 1960 to 1967, After
seven years of service Hev, Vogel realized a long-time dream when he was
assigned o the National Mission Field in the West Virginia Mountain
praoject.

During the time when the chureh had no regular pastor, the basement
was remodeled to provide a new kitchen and much needed classroom space
along with a new furnace and restrooms al a cost of $25,(00. For two years
the pulpit was filled by student supply ministers, then in 1969, the Rev.
Willard €. Billica was ealled 1o serve the church, He resigned effective at
the end of 1975,

In addition 1o loeal serviees, the church has been active in the foreign
miission ficld. Two of those missionaries were D, Joseph Maxwell and Cora
smith who served in Chile, South America.

U November 20, 1975, the church celebrated their seventy-fifth anni-
versary with a special serviee and reception. The church was newly carpeted
fur the affair. Among the honored guests were former pastors and former
members of the congregation who are now ministers, Mrs, Eva Wells Leeper
of Chester has been a member of this church for seventy-three years,

In 18%. a few people from Chester and some from East Liverpool
grouped wogether to form an organized worship service, The first session
consisted of CAMp meetings in the old l.“hl'_\- orchard, where the Metsch
Ih-l’al‘lurp is Imlﬂ}. ODut of these meetings grew the need for a regular
church. Mrs. Celia Crill was the guest speaker at the camp meeting and
uuh'l-li Tiw |'l|'||r. =l tnl:lk l‘l!;u‘l.:t' |||l ll:l'\q'li“gn |1|-|:|1. al a Ill:ll.llrl' 0 I't'l'llhj].-
vania Avenue near First Street, to lay plans for the chureh, She became the
first minister of the Free Methodist Church established in a building on
lower Indiana Avenue, near the center of town, After some time the need (o
expand was evident and members built a brick church in 1994 at Fourth and
Indiana Avenue across the street from the city hall at that time. The expense
was= a little more than the congregation could handle so the building was
sold in 1914 to the St Matthew Episcopal Church that was in the process of
being formed. The present Free Methodist Church is located on Second
Street and was dedicated in 1918, It has experienced a slow but steady
growth. Hev, Wilbert Bischoff is the present minister,

The present St Matthew Episcopal Church founded in 1914, as a result
of a need when some seventy people of that faith had come to town,
muostly as employees of the new mill. Thomas Timothy Sr., the Superinten-
dent of the Tin Mill, was instrumental in organizing the church and pur-
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