CHAPTER 11l
The MeDonald Era

1. E. MeDonald and C. A, Smith are two names that will live forever in
the history of Chester. J. E. MelDonald came upon the seene first and
immediately began o lure people to the area. While he did not name
Chester, he did popularize the name and use it in all his business deals.,
The first official post office was Mercer, named after another pioncer
family in the area. MeDonald eited the attractions of the townsite, His
posters said It is in West Virginia, the home of low taxes and where tax
inquisitors are unknown, is on the confines of Western Pennsylvania, the
seal of the iron industry and is directly opposite East Liverpoaol, the
eradle of the ecarthenware industey™, MeDonald had owned land in the
townsite since 18, His role in constructing the vital bridge and in
promoting the townsite for realty and industrial development entitles him
o acknowledgement as the town’s founder. He had been an attorney in
East Liverpool prior to his shifting of interest to West Virginia.

J.E. MeDonald was born on April 15, 1862, on a farm in Beaver County,
Pennsylvania, between the state line and Hookstown., He was the son of
William and Martha A. McDonald, When he was two and one half, his
father bhought a one hundred and twenty-five acre farm in Hancock
county, a part of the present site of Newell and he remained on the farm
until 1882 when he began o read law with Attorney Bobert W, Tavlor
ul East Liverpool, then County Prosecutor and later Congressman and
Judge, He was admitted to the (bhio Bar in 1885, and succeeded Tavlor in
his practice in East Liverpool when Tayvlor moved on to Congress.
Melonald continued his practice and drified into more and more real estate
activities.

MeDonald eved the level riverside area across the (hio as a potential
expansion area for the hill restricted pottery town of East Liverpol and in
about 1892, first hit upon the idea o promote a bridge project o the
“southside” as it was then called. Obtaining backers for the undertaking
took some time and the financial panic of 1893 proved a temporary sel
back. By July 1895, however, the East Liverpool Bridge Company was
formed with Z50.0M put up by W. L. Smith of East Liverpool, George
I*. Kust, a Cleveland financier, J. . Kerry of Montreal, enginesr and
college professor, E. K. Curtis of Luray, Virginia. engineer, Attorney E. [,
Marshall of Chester, and A. K. Mackall of East Liverpool. This group of
mien with MeDonald and Smith holding the heaviest stock., surveyed, made
contour maps. checked currents in order o obtain their charter and
permission from Washington, D). C. to build the structure,

Bonds for 22060000 were issued for sale by Juhn Shrader of Mekeesport
to Pittsburgh financial sources. Shrader. a man of many interests and
abiiities. supervised the bridge construetion and later moved 1o the new

town where he built a home which is now the Masonic Temple at the end
of the old Chester Bridge, He also built a row of houses called Shrader
How or Montana Avenue,




The bridge project was to cost $250,000. Shrader sub-contracted the
work with the stone work going to C. Judy and Company of Pittsburgh,
the super structure of iron and stecl work to the Penn Bridge Company
of Beaver Falls. Samuel PP. White was president of this company. A German
engineer, Herman Saub of Pittsburgh was in charge of the construction of
the bridge. Thomas Campbell worked on the steel and stone work of the
bridge throughout the entire project. The stone was hauled from a quarry
at Moscow, located just below Arroyo and from a quarry in the Middle-
run area.

In 1896, the stockholders of the bridge corporation had financed the
purchase of the upper flatlands of the Gardner estate, having obtained
options a year earlier. East Liverpool refused use of College Street as a
bridge approach so the corporation purchased some property of Rachel
Harker for the Ohio approach. This was the reason for the curve at the
approach. Original plans for a five hundred foot center span were revised
by government engineers, who said the span must be seven hundred feet,
#0 another 50,000 was added to the cost.

By March 1896, excavations for the bridge piers was started, but rainy
weather held up full scale work until April when the construction pace
continued speedily throughout the summer. Another contractor added by
Shrader was Jutte and Joley of Pittsburgh. Professor Kerry not only served
a8 an engineer but plotted the new townsite for Mr. McDonald.

The three spans totaled 1466 feet — the Ohio span 416 feet, the
channel section 700 feet and the West Virginia span 350 feet. The bridge,
thirty feet wide, was a combination suspension and truss bridge, the first
of this type in the area al that time. The design was to provide the rigidity of
a truss construction with the added strength of suspension suppaort.

By June of 189, the stone work was completed and the iron work
started in July. Om July 23, Michael Lyons, a thirty vear old worker from
Philadelphia fell one hundred thirty feet into the river — the span’s sole
fatality during construction.

Sale of lots were opened in the new town site on July 20, 189%, by
the Chester Land Company. McDonald was president of this company and
it was the first time he used the name Chester in a promotion. Some six hun-
dred lots went on sale and by 2:00 P.M. about fifty had been purchased at
prices ranging from one hundred o four hundred dollars. The business
properties near the bridge were reserved for five hundred dollars. The
business district for the first twenty years of the new century was on First
Street or along Virginia Avenue.

People were even calling the area Chester and getting away from
Southside or South Liverpool. By November the cables on the bridge were
placed and wrapped and the flooring work started. The grading of the
roadway from First Street to the Rock Springs Park area was finished and
plans were well under way for the street car line which was to run from
the park across the bridge to Second Street in East Liverpool.

The East Liverpool Council which had attempted to block the bridge,
now wanted a percentage of the profits of the street car line and a short
ten year franchise which held up approval for the street car line, but work
went on with the bridge. Cold, wet weather slowed the truss work, even
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though an extra erew of men were put on, and the promised Christmas goal
was moved back.

Castings, rivets and wood and metal fell from the span during the
wark, occasionally striking close to prople below, Once a cable hanging
from the bridge caught on a passing locomotive near Walaut Street and
the cable snapped telephone wires and pulled down a utility pole.

Un December 27, a Sunday, hundreds of prople walked out onto the
almost complete bridge 1o view the scenes on both sides of the river — the
street terraced East Liverpool, jammed with polleries with a pall of coal
smoke from the kilns hanging in the sky, and the new Chester, an expanse
of fields, muddy roadway and very few houses.
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This is the old Chester Bridge around 1900,

Nine months of hard work were climaxed on December 31s1, when the
biridge was opened to the public at 4:00 P.M., and a good number of people
walked up the sticky yellow mud approaches 1o walk above the Ohio. A
team of horses driven by Josiah Smith of the Smith Lumber Company of
East Liverpool was the first team to eross shortly afternoon. ’

The next day, New Years' 1897, an estimated twenty-five hundred
people walked or rode across the new span, paying five cents per person or
Iwenly cents a team. This was the same fare as we paid to cross the ferry.

At last a roadway linked Ohio and West Virginia and the growth of Chester
was under way.

McDonald was president of the Bridge Company until March of 1897,
when the company went into bankruptey due to a lack of business, The
bridge was comtrolled by George H, Owens of East Liverpool, acting as the
receiver, until it was sold to Charles A. Smith in 1901.
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