CHAPTER 11
Without A Name

There was never any doubt that people would be living on the south
bank of the Ohio River. There was an abundance of trees for building and
heating cabins and land for farms. Very little business was conducted in
the early years as the people depended upon their own ability to survive
until the settlement across the river began to prosper and small husiness
opened. Early travel was by flat boats or skiffs until 1809, when Thomas
Faweett Jr, started a ferry between the two shores. He was from the family
whose name that settlement took for many years before it became East
Liverpool. Many people just referred to the area now Chester, as the South
Side, later South Fawcettstown, and still later South Liverpool.

Very little was written at the time that is still in existence, One of the
first written documents offering any indication that people had settled in
this area was found in an old diary. The author was traveling from Fort
Pitt 1o Fort Detroit, As he recorded, he followed the course of the Ohio
River to Beaver Creek where fording the rapids he traveled up the Beaver
trace. As he skirted the rapids he recorded a vivid deseription of a house
located high on a hill on the south side of the river. After associating many
of the facts in his record, people have come 1o believe the house described
as either the red brick loeated in the old Pusey orchard or the Gardner
home, later called the Marshall home and used for years by the Thomas
Young family, That house was torn down in 1954, but the Pusey home is
still being used and now owned by Norman Six.

The noted “0ld Stone House™ was completed in 1835, by Samuel Marks
who purchased the LKW acre tract in 1816 from the heirs of George
Washington. The large blocks of cut stone were hauled by teams of oxen,
probably from the Lawrenceville arca, to go into the home now the resi-
dence of Mrs. Milton Wolpert. Hugh Newell, father of the late John E.
Newell, married Alizan Marks, daughter of Samuel Marks, in 1859, and the
couple moved into the old stone house in 1886, coming from the Poe
District. A tree planted in 1860 by one of Sam Marks' sons still exists in
the yard today.

At the other end of 1own, along Ferry Road, stands the brick home of
Squire John Gardner, built in 1839, by that well known Hancock County
leader who died in 1878, Gardner was born October 25, 1794, in Washington
County, Pennsylvania, and moved as a young man to Wellsburg, where he
was in the mercantile business. He was married to Elizabeth Reeves in
1820 and in the late 1830°'s moved across from Fawcettstown on a 4K acre
tract.

In the middle 1850s, families owning farms in this area were Allison,
Marks, Gardner, Newell, Cunningham, Finley, Riley, Kinney, and Stewart.
The first signs of a successful community were in the vieinity of Ferry
Road. This road originated at the river front where the ferry furnished the
only means of transportation across the river. As the area developed, the
name and course of the road were changed. It was then named Fairview
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Hoad and later a part even called Finley Road. Fairview Road was named
because it connected this little community with Fairview, the county seal
for awhile, before it was moved to New Cumberland.

Squire John Gardner purchased the first steam ferry boat used at the
Liverpool ferry and was also connected with the first stage coach lines
which carried the United States mail and he also owned the steamer, Swan,
a Wheeling-Steubenville mail packet. He was the president judge in the
county for several years. Gardner had three children — Heason R, Gardner,
who served for a time as a steamboat elerk and later operated the ferry;
Josiah R. Gardner and Rachel Ann Gardner, who married William Pusey
and resided in a smaller home adjacent to the Gardner home.

Reason married Melvina Deshrow in 1864. After his death in 1877, she
built a beautiful brick home along the river bank in about 1883, a structure
which dominated the West Yirginia shore at this townsite for many years
until it was torn down in 1954. Melvina Gardner gave the house to her
daughter Callie, after the marriage of her daughter to Attorney E. IL
Marshall. William Croxall, who married Ruth Gardner, resided in a frame
house close to the present Columbia Drive and Ephriam Johnson, care-
taker for Croxall, lived in a two-story frame home along present Virginia
Avenue. This house was torn down to make way for the first Diversified
Loan Building.

William Pusey, who had married Rachel Ann Gardner, took over
speration of the ferry and planned 1o develop a townsite on what he called
the “Southside” but he was not very successful and the community still
remained unpopulated.

The flatland along the Virginia shore was called Chester even prior to
the Civil War, when Reason Gardner was operating the ferry boat named
“John Darling” and advertising in the East Liverpool newspaper called
cAmerican Mercury”. William Pusey, and many times it was spelled
Puseley, had come from a Pennsylvania family which had operated a grist
mill in Chester County in eastern Pennsylvania, near Philadelphia, and i=
believed to have applied the name Chester to the site in tribute to his
original home. His son, Elwood, eventually took over the ferry and was
operating it when the construction of the Chester Bridge made the ferry
boat outmoded. The “Ollie Neville” which traversed the Ohio from the
Broadway wharf to the landing at the foot of Ferry Road operated for only
a short time after the bridge was opened on December 31, 18%,

Less than ten homes stood on the plateau area of the wownsite prior to
the construction of the bridge. There was the Pusey home and some other
buildings and a store close to the ferry landing, but upriver only a few
homes stood in the wide farmland areas,

On the Marks tract was the old stone house which J. E. McDonald, East
Liverpool attorney, had purchased in 1890 along with 170 acre tract from the
Marks estate, and in which William Seevers was residing, and down along
Marks’ Run, close to the river, were two houses owned by John Wells.
Elsewhere there was a small frame house at the site of the present American
Legion Post 121 home at Carolina Avenue near Fourth Street, a small home
of Fred Goppert along Middle Run close to Fourth Street, a small frame
house on Second Street just off Carolina Avenue, in which an Allison family
lived. and another small frame house built by Tom Campbell, a bricklayer,
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